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A telephone
conversation took
place between
Viacheslav Chirikba
and Grigory Karasin

During the telephone

conversation of the
Abkhazian Foreign Minister Viacheslav Chirikba with the Deputy
Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin, V. Chirikba acquainted G. Karasin
with the prevailing situation in Abkhazia.

Karasin "expressed concern about the worsening political situation in
Abkhazia, where on May 27 actions were held organized by the
opposition." "The Russian side with attention and concern follows the
events in the friendly Republic and considers it important that the
political processes there evolved exdusively in the legal course," - said
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia.




> meta(corpus[[958]])

Metadata:
author : Abkhazia's MFA
datetimestamp: 2014-05-28
description : character(0)
heading : A telephone conversation took place between Viacheslav Chirikba and Grigory Karasin
id : ABK2461
language :en
origin : http://mfaapsny.org/en/information/?ID=2461

> corpus[[958]]

<<PlainTextDocument (metadata: 7)>>

28.05.2014

A telephone conversation took place between Viacheslav Chirikba and Grigory Karasin

During the telephone conversation of the Abkhazian Foreign Minister Viacheslav Chirikba with the Dep
uty Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin, V. Chirikba acquainted G. Karasin with the prevailing situatio
n in Abkhazia.

Karasin "expressed concern about the worsening political situation in Abkhazia, where on May 27 acti
ons were held organized by the opposition.” "The Russian side with attention and concern follows the
events in the friendly Republic and considers it important that the political processes there evolve
d exclusively in the legal course," - said the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia.




Export, archive, etc.
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On April 16-18, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ab
On April 16-18, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ab
During his stay in Moscow, Viacheslav Chirikba will take part in th
During the visit, the Foreign Minister of Abkhazia also plans to visi

17.04.2012

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia, Viache
On April 17, 2012 in Moscow, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
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2012-09-20 - AbkhaziaMfa - 88 - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia sends a congratulato.txt

2012-09-21 - AbkhaziaMfa - 89 - Information by the Foreign Ministry of the Republic of Abkhazia about the Proces.txt

2012-09-24 - AbkhaziaMfa - 90 - Viacheslav Chirikba met with the UNDP Resident Representative Jamie McGoldrick.txt

2012-09-25 - AbkhaziaMfa - 91 - Deputy Foreign Minister Irakli Khintba interviewed by the geopolitical magazine .txt

2012-09-26 - AbkhaziaMfa - 92 - Meeting of the Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia I.txt

2012-09-27 - AbkhaziaMfa - 93 - Acting Minister, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Abkhazia Irakli Khin.txt

All articles within a single txt

file

Document-term matrix

[

2012-09-30 - AbkhaziaMfa - 95 - A diplomatic reception on the occasion of the Victory and Independence Day of th.txt

2012-10-02 - AbkhaziaMfa - 96 - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia sent a congratulator.txt

2012-10-02 - AbkhaziaMfa - 97 - Acting Minister, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia .txt

2012-10-04 - AbkhaziaMfa - 98 - The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Abkhazia sent a congratulator.txt

2012-10-08 - AbkhaziaMfa - 99 - Interview of the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Abkhazia Irakly Khin.txt

2012-10-11 - AbkhaziaMfa - 100 - On October 11 2012 there will Be the XX! rotind of Genava diecliccione on <cactiri txt



Why bother?

* “identify widespread patterns of naturally occurring
language and rare but telling examples, both of

which may be overlooked by a small-scale analysis.”

Baker, Paul, and Tony McEnery. 2005. “A Corpus-Based Approach to Discourses of Refugees and Asylum
Seekers in UN and Newspaper Texts.” Journal of Language & Politics 4 (2): 197-226.

* Find the needle in the haystack

* Characterise the haystack

Hopkins, Daniel J., and Gary King. 2010. “A Method of Automated Nonparametric Content Analysis for
Social Science.” American Journal of Political Science 54 (1): 229-47. doi:10.1111/j.1540-5907.2009.00428 ..



Why bother?

* By treating the internet as an inordinate mass of
contents that can be superficially explored through

search engines and serendipitous findings, we are
missing out:

— we cannot see trends, we may miss information

* Methodological rigour, replicability, and such



Some _examples

(the point is not “look at what | have
done”, but rather “could something like
this be useful to answer your own research
questions”)



Examples based on word frequency

“The most valuable use of studies of
content [...] is in noting trends and changes
in content”

(Albig, 1938, p. 349)

Albig, William. 1938. “The Content of Radio Programs, 1925-1935." Social Forces 16 (3):
338—49. doi:10.2307/2570805.



Example #1: Russian media and Ukraine

Share of articles including reference to 'Ukraine' on Pervy Kanal
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Example #2: Russian media
Ukraine/Crimea/Syria

Daily mentions of 'Ukraine’, 'Crimea’ and 'Syria' on Pervy Kanal
From beginning of Putin's presidency on 7 May 2012 to 1 March 2017

150 ﬂ

100
== Crimea
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50 ‘ ‘
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2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Calculated on a 30-days rolling average for clarity




Example #3: Novorossiya

Daily mentions of 'Novorossiya' on Pervy Kanal
From 1 January 2014 to 1 March 2017

RS,

2014 2015 2016 2017

Calculated on a 30-days rolling average for clarity

http://www.giorgiocomai.eu/2017/03 /20 /word-frequency-of-ukraine-crimea-dnrinr-and-

novorossiya-on-1tv-ru/



Local media

Word frequency of 'occup™ and 'annex™ on Civil.ge (Abkhazia/Ossetia subset)
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Not necessarily in ‘mainstream’
languages

Word frequency of 'annex™' on 1tv.ge and Interpressnews.ge (Abkhazia/Ossetia subset)

0.004 1
]
0.003
Websites
0.002 —_— ity
=== nterpressnews
0.001
0.000

2010 2012 2014 2016




Or from sources that may not appear

in established databases

Word frequency of “Russia”, “Georgia”, “European Union”
Calculated on a rolling average of 90 days for clarity

0.010

0.005
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Russia=poccu*+mocks*
Georgia=rpysn*+téunuc*
European Union=eBpocoto3*+ec+bptoccen”

Terms
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Such as institutions in de facto states
(or local institutions anywhere, really)

Word frequency of 'trade’ on the websites of MFAs of post-Soviet de facto states
July 2014-June 2016

AbkhaziaMfa

NagornoKarabakhMfa

0.00000 0.00025 0.00050 0.00075
Word frequency




More cases

Word frequency of 'trade’ on the websites of selected MFAs
July 2014-June 2016

IcelandMfa
MoldovaMfa
GeorgiaMfa

UkraineMfa
AzerbaijanMfa

TransnistriaMfa
. Post-Soviet de facto

. Other de facto

. Recent independence

. Micro-state
. Recognised

ArmeniaMfa
RussiaMfa
NorthernCyprusMfa
[ranMfa
MontenegroMfa
MaltaMfa
SanMarinoMfa
KosovoMfa
AbkhaziaMfa
NagornoKarabakhMfa

o
o
S
S
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0.0005 0.0010 0.0015 0.0020
Word frequency




To present case selection

Number of references to ‘double standards’
on the websites of presidents of post-Soviet states

2012-2015
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To point at visibility of politicians, or
of the institution they represent

Members of Prokudin's government (Transnistria)

By number of mentions on NovostiPmr.com during the tenure of the government
(25 December 2015-17 December 2016)

624
S 512
C 265

Pavel Prokudin (PM
Vitaliy Ignat'yev (Foreign affairs
Dmitriy Boltrushko (Economic development

Alevtina Slinchenko (Deputy PM
Yelena Kulichenko (Labour
Ol'ga Zvarych (Justice

Tat'yana Tsivinskaya (Education

Stanislav Romanyuk (Interior

Svetlana Timotina (Agriculture

Tat'yana Skrypnik (Health

Aleksandr Kisnichan (Head of staff
Ruslan Paulesko (Defence, since 2016-08
Petr Guzhev (Regional development

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Irina Molokanova (Finance)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Oleg Gomenyuk (Defence, until 2016-08)

L 1680
L 146
137
L 124
L 117
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105
96
ss
55
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22
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Or visibility of candidates

20

21

238

26

27

28

31

Most famous candidates to Abkhazia's parliamentary elections (second round)
By number of mentions on Apsnypress, district, and electoral outcome
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http: / /www.giorgiocomai.eu /2
017/03/31/abkhazias-
parliamentary-elections-not-

for-the-famous/



Or simply to subset materials and analyse
them qualitatively, find data, etc.



Why is this approach so uncommon in
area studies?

(area studies) researchers don't know how to go about it

It is technically complicated and time-consuming
* Epistemological issues (?)
° 7

Decades after the technique was established, and in spite of technological
advancements “content analysis is still an expensive research tool. [...] And it is so
even in computer-assisted content analysis. [...] Computer-aided content analysis is

still time consuming.” (Franzosi 2008, p. XXXV)

Franzosi, Roberto, ed. 2008. Content Analysis. Sage Benchmarks in Social Research
Methods. London: SAGE.



Are we just lazy?

Google Books Ngram Viewer

Graph these comma-separated phrases:  newwH,cTanun, nyTuH + case-insensitive
G+ Share 0

between 1900 and 2008 from the corpus‘ Russian (2009) v | with smoothing of| 3 Vv | W Tweet

Embed Chart
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If it was easier, would more area-study
researchers use this approach?



If it was easier, would more area-study

researchers use this approach?

Word frequency on Kremlin.ru

Word frequency of crimea on Kremlin.ru

https: //giocomai.shinyapps.io/kremlin/

ys rolling average for clarity



If it was easier,
researchers

wou

use

this approach?

Id more area-study

Official websites of South Caucasus presidents

Select type of graph
®) Time series

Barchart
Terms to be analysed*
europ”
startDate
2014-06-01
endDate

2016-05-30

Rolling average (days)

1 ®

Smooth

Linear smooth

Show Interactive time series
¥ Show keywords In context

* If more than one, terms must be comma-separated; to merge mutliple terms in
calculations, use the format: Russia=Russia*+Moscow+Putin,
Europe=Europ*+EU+Brussels

Show | 25 jemries

Date contextPre
2014-06-02 consolidating the collaboration between Armenia and the
2014-06-02 reinforcing and advancing the bilateral relations with

2014-06-05 figure skating, the multiple world and
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keyword
European

European

European

contextPost
Union, as well as at further

countries. The President of
Armenia drew

champion, the Russian public

References to “europ*” in SouthCaucasusPresidents

ent took part ir

groundbreaking

1 held meeting with leadership o

an held meeting with lez

liplon

ship of dif

eremony of new figure skatin:

Websites

= ArmeniaPresident
= AzerbaijanPresident
— GeorgiaPresident

Search

companies of Grand Holding




If it was easier, would more area-study

researchers use this approach?

Official websites of South Caucasus presidents

Select type of graph
O Time series

[#! Barchart
Terms to be analysed*

europ”

Select type of barchart
® Barchart by website
' Barchart by year and website
_ Barchart by year (merge multiple sources)

© Barchart (merge multiple sources)

Frequency
@® Relative frequency

O Absolute number of occurrences

Word frequency barchart for europ™

GeorgiaPresident -

AzerbaijanPresident =

ArmeniaPresident -

. ' .
0.2% 0.3% 0.4%
Frequency of term as % of all words

o
-
=]




Maybe also to share qualitative

coding, notes, etc.?

Total items: 335

292 S Resetfilter

e All Only tagged Only untagged
Pattern to be found

noBbllWeH

Country

Sector

Type

Submit

country: Russia
sector: sport
type: NA

+ Filter

Pattern to filter

Filter by country

Country I

Abkhazia
Armenia
Belarus

Filter by sector

Sector I

accounting

agriculture

anti-monopoly
Filter by type

Type

Keep items that belong to any of the above categories,
or only those that belong to all of those selected?

* Any All

Invert filter?

Filter

Project-website-id: deFactoNews-novostiPmr-37344

B MNpaButenbctBe 06cyannu passuTre NpMAHECTPOBCKOrO
crnopTa BbICWMX AOCTUXEHWIA

2016-04-18
hitp
Tupacnonsb, 18 anpens. /MA «HosocTu MpuarecTposbs»/. Inasa MNpasutenscrea Masen MpokyauH nposen MeXxBeAOMCTBEHHOE
coBellaHue, B Xoae KoToporo 06cyXaanich NPUHLIMNLI y4acTUs OTEYECTBEHHBIX NPOECCUOHANbHBIX CIOPTCMEHOB B MEX lyHAPOAHbIX
COpeBHOBaHMAX B cocTase cOOpHbIX NPU3HAHHBIX rocynapcTs.Ha AaHHbIii MOMEHT CTaTyC HenpuaHaHHoi pecny6nuku He nossonseT
MpuaHecTPOBbIO NPEACTaBNATL CBOM KOMaHbl Ha TYPHUPAX Pa3nnyHOro YpoBHS. YacTo Hawm CnopTCMeHbl BbiHYX€Hbl BbiCTynaTth noa
cpnarom Monaossi, NOAHNMAR CBOMMM [IOCTUXEHUAMM NPECTUX Monaasckoro cnopra. Mo MueHuio Mpeacenatens Mpasutensbcrsa
TaKoe NONoXeHe IeN HaHOCUT BPeA MMUAXY Hawei CTpaHbl.«CTAHOBUTCS NO-HACTORUEMY FOPbKO, KOTAa Tl BUAWS Hawnx pebaT,
CTORWWX Ha NbefecTane, a Hal HUMM pa3BeBaeTcs dhnar Apyroro rocyaapcTsas, - nobasun Mpembep.Takoro xe MHeHNs
NpUaepXuBaeTCa U BHeWHeNonuTuyeckoe BefoMcTso MMP. Kak noa4epkHyn 3aMecTUTeNb MAHIACTPA MHOCTPAHHbIX Aen AMUTpuit
Manamapuyk, Pecny6nuka Monaosa BeicTynaeT UCKNIOYMTENbHO «NoTpebuTenem» Hawmx cnopTcmeros.OnHako Masen Mpokyaunk
oTMeTUn, 4To «6e3 copeBHOBaTeNbHOrO NPOLIECCa HNKaKO NPOrpece U NPOoeccroHanbHblil POCT HeBO3MOXeH». Mpn aToM
Mpencenatens MNpasnuTenbcTBa OLEHNN BLICOKMA NATPUOTI3M HAWWNX CNOPTCMEHOB, KOTOPbIE CTAPAIOTCA NOAYEPKHY T CBOKO
npuHaanexHocTb MpuaHecTposbio.Kak coobaeT npecc-cnyx6a MpasuTenbCcTBa, OTEYECTBEHHbIE CMOPTCMEHD! YCNEWHO BBICTYNAIOT B
cocTase poccuiickix c6opHbIX. MeX ly TeM, kak OTMe4anu y4acTHUKN BCTpeun, Poccuiickas denepauns SBNSeTCs He TONbKO CTpaHoiit-
rapaHTOM, HalVM 3KOHOMUYECKIM NapPTHEPOM, HO U peannayeT B MpUIHECTPOBbE CoUManbHbIe NPOEKTHI, B TOM yucne B obnacty
cnopta.MemopaHaym 0 COTpyAHUYECTBE, 3aKN0YeHHbI B heBpane 2015 roga mexay Munuctepctsom cnopta Poccuiickoit denepaunn
v FocynapcteeHHoit cnyx6oit no cnopTy MpUAHECTPOBLS, CTaN NPAMbIM KaHANOM KOMMYHUKALIMK. Y4aCTHUKM COBElaHNs COWNNCH BO
MHEHWK, YTo Heobxoaumo nepexoanTh k Gonee akTMBHOMY B3aMOAEACTBUIO B Chepe CNopTa BhiCWIX AOCTMXEeHMA.Takxe peyb wna o
NOBbIWEHNN KBaNUChUKALIMM MECTHOTO TPEHEPCKOro COCTaBa W CNOPTCMEHOB B PaMKax TPEHUHIOB 1 CEMUHAPOB C NPUBNEYeHNeM
BeJlylumx poccuiickux cneumanuctos. OTaenbHOe BHUMaHWe yAennnn Bonpocy YCUNEHNs NaTpuoTUYECKOro BOCNATAHNS B CNOPTUBHBIX
wkonax 1 cekumax. Mo utoram cosewanns npeacenatens MpasurenscTsa aan paj cooTBETCTBYIOWNX

nopyuehuit #Mpuarectposbe#pasuTenbcTeo#cnopT

stve-obsu

vostipmr.com/ru/news/16-04-18/v-prav ili-razvitie-pridnestrovskogo-sporta-vysshih



Concluding remarks

Actually giving the chance to explore and conduct
analysis of the datasets we created (both
quantitative and qualitative) opens new possibilities

for feedback and alternative explanations

Creating textual datasets based on websites (media,

institutions, etc.) can be easy

And if we all share them, then it's even easier, and

we can build upon each other’s work

If it was easy enough, would researchers do it?



Text-mining the post-Soviet web

Giorgio Comai
Dublin City University
@giocomai

Comai, Giorgio (forthcoming, 2017). “Quantitative Analysis of Web Contents
in Support of Qualitative Research. Examples from the Study of Post-Soviet
de Facto States.” Studies of Transition States and Societies.

http://giorgiocomai.eu/

https://github.com/giocomai/castarter
[code is being rewritten, not fully functional]
https://giocomai.shinyapps.io/kremlin /
https://giocomai.shinyapps.io/kremlinregex/
https://giocomai.shinyapps.io/SouthCaucasusPresidents/



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30

